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Engaging nursing students in a bioscience unit 
using a web-based response system, 
GoSoapBox 
Background 
It is a challenge to maintain active student engagement as well as identify student misconceptions in lectures of large 
cohorts of students (O’Donoghue, Jardine & Rubner, 2010). Student response systems enable anonymous participation in 
lectures allowing for the creation of an interactive and engaging classroom environment, promoting active learning and 
student understanding (De Gagne, 2010).  
How was it used? 
Nursing students voluntarily and anonymously used 
GoSoapBox to poll responses to multiple choice 
questions presented during lectures in a large 
(~500 students) bioscience unit. Students 
discussed their responses in small groups and the 
poll results were discussed as a class. A survey of 
student responses was conducted. 
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Why use GoSoapBox? 
GoSoapBox, a web-based response system, was introduced to enable students to actively participate in lectures using 
their mobile devices including a phone, tablet or laptop computer. 
What did the students 
think? 
80% of students agreed or strongly agreed with 
the recommendation that the academic use 
GoSoapBox polling again.  
 
Student feedback 
The lecturer can see how students are 
understanding and adapt to their 
understanding. 
It is a fantastic idea and I believe it 
definitely assisted and improved my learning. 
Interactive answers get explained better 
when large group gets answers wrong. 
Testing us during lectures, keeps us awake, 
entertaining. 
Why use GoSoapbox again? 
Participation in GoSoapBox appeared to have facilitated engagement, interaction and learning and allowed for timely 
clarification of misunderstandings or challenging concepts. The academic was provided with student feedback allowing for 
reflection, adjustment and improvement in the framing of assessment for use in subsequent semesters. 
A GoSoapBox poll 
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Made me pay more attention
Good interaction and group discussions
Made lecture more interesting/fun
Made learning easier
Anonymity
Format e.g. answers were immediate
Able to see others' responses
Other
What students liked most about GoSoapBox 
